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Message from
the Minister

Andreas Scheuer, Federal
Minister of Transport and
Digital Infrastructure

Germany is committed to science and technology –
and Europe. A commitment made evident through our
unwavering support of the ECMWF and EU programmes
like Copernicus. Our offer represents a significant invest
ment not just in the ECMWF, but in the future of mete
orological science and collaboration in Europe – a critical
necessity in the face of climate change.

Located at the heart of Europe, Bonn is close to a number
of the ECMWF’s key strategic European partners and is
one of Germany’s epicentres of science and technology
research and policy. Our offer for an additional permanent
ECMWF staff pool will facilitate excellent collaboration
opportunities with the region’s likeminded leading science
organisations.

We take our responsibility for the ECMWF’s ongoing suc
cess seriously. Our bid’s primary objective is to strengthen
the Centre’s ability as a major stakeholder for EU pro
grammes and to secure its position as world leader.

We are convinced that strengthening the cooperation
between the ECMWF and its Member States is vital to
achieving the strategic research objectives of the EU pro
grammes. To facilitate the access to Member States’
expertise, we have developed a concept called “Activity
Nodes” in close partnership with the Finnish govern
ment. If this concept is of interest to the ECMWF and its
Member States, we would be delighted to see it here
after adopted by the Centre as an optional part of our
proposal.

We are convinced that this can be achieved with a new
ECMWF location in Bonn. Access Bonn at the heart of
Europe: a hub for excellent science and for green politics,
an economic powerhouse with its traditionally inter
national and cheerful atmosphere. Bonn is a great place
to both live and work.
We propose building an iconic new campus that reflects
the stature of the ECMWF. The fully furnished buildings
will be constructed to the highest sustainability standards
and offered rent-free with operational costs also covered
for the first five years. The campus features a conference
centre and restaurant, with the option of a kindergarten.
Office space will be tailored to the specific needs of the
ECMWF and its staff – and, with extra capacity built in,
we hope to see the institution’s responsibility for EU pro
grammes grow.
We understand that relocating can be an enormous
upheaval, so we want to make the transition as smooth
as possible for everybody involved. Therefore, our bid
includes the reimbursement of staff relocation costs as
well as free support and advice from the City of Bonn
to help families settle in their new town.

Our offer is therefore not only about the future of the
ECMWF, but the many EU programmes that depend on
its ability to continue functioning at the highest levels.
Germany’s political commitment to these aims runs from
the Chancellor down to the municipal level in Bonn.
Whatever choice the ECMWF makes for its future, we
will continue to be by its side and give it our full backing.
Yours sincerely,

Andreas Scheuer
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ACCESS CODE

New ECMWF Campus

Optimal Scientific Synergy

Germany is offering to build a new ofﬁce complex tailored
to the needs of the ECMWF which will feature an iconic
tower, winter gardens, a conference centre including a
lecture hall, a courtyard canteen, and kindergarten. The
campus will be sustainably designed and maintained and
comes complete with furnished ofﬁce space and stateof-the-art technology. The new ECMWF campus will be
provided rent-free with operational costs covered for the
ﬁrst ﬁve years. After these ﬁve years, Germany will continue to bear the operational cost of the conference facility.

The Rhenish metropolitan area with its world-class
Universities of Bonn and Cologne together with the
Forschungszentrum Jülich and the RWTH Aachen offers
an excellent and comprehensive scientiﬁc environment
which has an outstanding potential for synergy and
collaboration for all of ECMWFs research objectives.

Interim ofﬁce accommodation, which includes free access
to conferencing facilities, will be provided rent-free –
next door to the new facility.

The absolute highlight is the recently established Centre
for Earth System Observations and Computational Analysis
(CESOC), which intensiﬁes the long lasting cooperation
in the Bonn region. In the centre of attention of CESOC
is the preparation of a digital Earth model (digital twin).
As such the CESOC can act as a gateway for ECMWF –
to all relevant research networks in the region.
Bonn being the location of numerous United Nation
agencies and NGOs related to climate change and due
its closeness to Brussels offers a unique opportunity
for dialogue with users.

Relocation support
The relocation costs of ECMWF staff moving to Bonn
will be covered by the government of the State of North
Rhine-Westphalia. Free advice and support from the
city on ﬁnding schools, jobs for partners, and housing as
well as dealing with ofﬁcial matters (registration, driving
licenses etc.) will be provided to staff via a dedicated
support ofﬁce. ECMWF staff will beneﬁt from the city’s
20+ years of experience supporting employees of the
United Nations and internationally active scientiﬁc and
research institutions and companies.
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Science staff programmes
Germany will fund a number of staff positions to facilitate
the integration of the ECMWF into the surrounding science
landscape. Additionally, the ECMWF will be supported in
joining the International Faculty Programme and the Joint
Chair Programme of the Universities of Bonn and Cologne.
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Access Code –
Four Highlights
of our bid

ACCESS ALL AREAS

At the heart
of Europe

Reykjavik (IMO)
3 h 35 min

High-speed rail

Bonn is bang in the middle of the EU and pretty
close to Germany’s borders with Belgium, France,
Luxembourg and the Netherlands. In fact, the whole
of Europe is within easy reach by rail, road and
air, including key ECMWF destinations like Brussels,
Darmstadt, Offenbach, Noordwijk, Reading, and
Bologna. Having a base in Bonn means short distances,
quick journey times, and correspondingly lower
emissions for travel throughout Europe.

Helsinki (FMI)
2 h 25 min
(see page 20–21)

Oslo (MetNo)
1 h 55 min

Tallinn (EWS)

ALL ACCESS BONN

Copenhagen (DMI)

Travel times to key ECMWF destinations

1 h 20 min

Dublin
(MET ÉIREANN)
2 h 15 min

7 h 30 min by car

Noordwijk
N
Noor
No
oor
ordw
ord
dwiijjk
dwi
dwij

Reading

(ESA-ESTEC)
((E
E
ESSA-E
ESTE
ST
TEC
TE
EC
C))

(ECMWF)

7 h 10 min by train

Flights

Amsterdam
3 h 12 min

Exeter (UKMO)

1 h 35 min flight

1 h 30 min

CO2-Footprint: Car: 113 kg, Train: 20,02 kg, Plane: 120 kg

Bonn

Brussels
(RMIB, EU-KOM)

Offenbach (DWD)
1 h 30 min

10 h 30 min by car

Darmstadt

Luxembourg

11 h 8 min by train
Paris

1 h 35 min flight

(EUMETSAT)

(MeteoLux)
3 h 46 min

Vienna (ZAMG)

(MeteoFrance)
4h

CO2-Footprint: Car: 152 kg, Train: 27 kg, Plane: 160 kg

1 h 20 min

Zurich (MeteoSwiss)

Bonn–Brussels

Three international airports (Cologne/
Bonn, Düsseldorf and Frankfurt) are
within quick and easy reach from the
city centre and the new ECMWF facility.
They offer an abundance of connections – not only to the ECMWF sites but
also to almost anywhere in Europe and
the world.

Dee Bilt (KNMI)
D

2 h 30 min by car

5 h 35 min

Ljubljana (ARSO)
1 h 15 min

Geneva (WMO)

2 h 31 min by train

Zagreb (OMSZ)

7 h 29 min

1 h 25 min

CO2-Footprint: Car: 38,8 kg, Train: 6,9 kg

Bonn–Noordwijk

Belgrade (RHMS)
1 h 50 min

3 h 30 min by car

Toulouse

4 h 30 min by train

(CMEMS, MeteoFrance)
1 h 40 min

Bologna
(ECMWF data centre)

Ankara (TSMS)

CO2-Footprint: Car: 50 kg, Train: 8,9 kg

Bonn–Darmstadt

1 h 40 min by car
1 h 40 min by train

3 h 15 min

Rome (MeteoAM)
Madrid (INM)

1 h 55 min

2 h 50 min

Lisbon (IPMA)
3h

CO2-Footprint: Car: 29 kg, Train: 5,2 kg

Athens (HNMS)
2 h 55 min
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Germany is famous for its Autobahns –
a dense network of highly maintained
motorways that connect the whole
country and extend into neighbouring
European countries. And yes, it’s true,
many stretches of motorway have
no speed limit. You can easily drive to
France, Luxembourg and the Netherlands, or Belgium and get to Brussels
in under two and a half hours.

2h

Bonn–Bologna

Travel by road

2 h 15 min

Norrköping (SMHI)

Bonn–Reading

With its two main stations, Bonn is
easily reachable by train. From there,
high-speed services connect to nearly
60 cities in Germany and throughout
Europe, including Frankfurt, Berlin,
Hamburg, Brussels, Paris, London,
Amsterdam, Strasbourg, Zurich and
Vienna. Cologne can be reached in
20 minutes with trains running on
average every 15 minutes.

Connect with Bonn
and the region
A hub for scientific excellence
In Bonn and in its immediate vicinity, three of Germany’s
largest universities are based: the Universities of Bonn
and Cologne, and the RWTH Aachen, as well as many
non-university research centres, such as the Forschungs
zentrum Jülich. The University of Bonn and RTWH
Aachen are two of the eleven designated German Uni
versities of Excellence. Among the six excellence clusters
of the University of Bonn three are of special relevance
to the ECMWF – they focus on mathematics, high-
performance computing and agricultural sciences.
The Center for Earth System Observations and Compu
tional Analysis (CESOC) intensifies established research
partnerships in the Bonn-Cologne-Jülich area with regard
to the physical, mathematical and biogeochemical
12 / 13

modelling of the coupled Earth system and its observation.
CESOC can provide an optimum gateway for the ECMWF
to all strategically important working groups in a wide
range of subjects.

A hub for green politics
After half a century as a capital city, Bonn remains
Germany’s second seat of power and the primary location
of six federal ministries. Additionally, various public bodies,
such as the Joint Science Conference which decides
national science policy, have their headquarters in Bonn.
UN bodies on climate change, biodiversity, species
conservation, desertification, and the SDG Action Cam
paign are located here as well (among many others),
alongside a dense network of NGOs, universities, research

institutions, and businesses working together to safe
guard the environment.

Germany’s economic powerhouse
Bonn’s lively startup scene sits alongside its major global
corporations, including DAX top companies Deutsche Post
and Deutsche Telekom and household brands like Haribo.
In fact, jelly babies were invented here in 1922 and the ‘bo’
at the end of Haribo stands for Bonn. The local jobs mar
ket is robust and varied, with low unemployment and a
demand for skilled workers – mostly in the service sector.
Bonn sits in the federal state of North Rhine-Westphalia,
which last year generated the highest GDP of any state at
€711bn. Cologne, Dusseldorf and Frankfurt are all just a
stone’s throw away. So, if you can’t find your dream job in
Bonn, it’s surely just a short train ride from here.

A city of music and culture
Bonners – famed for their Rhenish cheeriness and
tolerant attitudes – have welcomed newcomers from
about 180 countries to their ‘global village’. Join this
cosmopolitan crowd for a packed calendar of multicul

tural and traditional festivities, from the Internationales
Begegnungsfest – a street party celebrating Bonn’s
diversity – to Christmas markets and Carnival parades.
As Beethoven’s birthplace, the city is also a pilgrimage
site for classical music lovers and a hotbed of live music.
Get your ticket to a range of special events, including
the Green Juice Festival, Jazzfest Bonn, the Bonner Blues
Festival, the Irish Folk Festival, and the Kunst!rasen and
Panama Open Air summer music festivals.

A beautiful place to be
The Lonely Planet’s best in travel 2020 placed Bonn fifth
in its top ten cities to visit – thanks to its rich history, vibrant
culture, and stunning scenery. Steeped in 2,000 years of
history stretching back to Roman times, Bonn and the sur
rounding region are a treasure trove of ancient sites and
impressive architecture. The palatial Schloss Drachenburg
is one famous example, which sits on a Siebengebirge
mountaintop and offers stunning views of Bonn and the
surrounding Rhine Valley. And not far from Bonn, the un
spoilt Eifel region is one of Germany’s hidden gems. Among
the many castles, you’ll find a church in every small town,
grazing pastures next to thick forests, volcanic hills and
crater lakes, plus thermal spas and gentle walking trails.
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CONNECT WITH BONN AND THE REGION

ACCESS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

CHAPTER 1

CHAPTER 1
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Access
science and
technology

An illustration of machine-learning based climate change analysis
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NETWORK CONNECTIONS

CHAPTER 1

Network
connections
In Bonn, the new ECMWF facility is as close to the action
as you can get. The ECMWF will beneﬁt from Bonn’s
central location in Europe and the high density of scientiﬁc institutions in the immediate vicinity of the proposed
campus, as well as the surrounding region.

The region boasts a number of large universities, including
the University of Bonn, the University of Cologne, and
the RWTH Aachen, granting the ECMWF direct access to
high-ranking scientists and a large pool of young research
talent. In addition, many non-university research centres,
such as the Forschungszentrum Jülich, the DLR or the
Fraunhofer Institute for Algorithms and Scientific
Computing are based here.
International cutting-edge research is conducted in several sectors important to the ECMWF. Prominent examples
are mathematics in Bonn (ranked among the TOP 50 in
the worldwide Shanghai Ranking and leading in Germany),
geosciences and geography in Cologne (ranking second
and ﬁrst in Germany), Forschungszentrum Jülich, which
links high-performance computing towards exascale with
applications as well as the RWTH Aachen, as an internationally renowned site for engineering sciences and
information technology. The University of Bonn and
RT WH Aachen are two of the eleven designated German
Universities of Excellence.

In addition to being at the heart of Europe, the ECMWF
will have easy access to the many Meteorological Services
of ECMWF’s Member States, as well as to national and
international research organisations.

MPI-M Hamburg
University
Wageningen

KNMI

TU Delft
RMIB, EC
Brussels

Forschungszentrum Jülich
University of Cologne

Science networks

For Copernicus Services and EU projects, the short journey
times between Bonn and Brussels is also a major beneﬁt.

Due to their close proximity and shared goals, the region’s
many likeminded organisations have formed strong alliances – active research and teaching networks such as the
recently established CESOC and Geo-Alliance ABC/J,
which comprises all geoscientists in the Aachen, Bonn,
Cologne and Jülich region.

The Center for Earth System
Observations and Computational
Analysis (CESOC)
1

focuses on the physical, mathematical and biogeochemical modelling of the coupled Earth system connected to innovative observations as well
as on the preparation of a digital Earth model
(digital twin).

2

intensifies the established scientific cooperation
in the area.

3

provides the ECMWF access to all strategically
important working groups of the Universities of
Bonn and Cologne and of Forschungszentrum
Jülich.

4

keeps connected to numerous European infrastructures in the areas of Earth system observation
and high-performance computing.

1

scientifc positions to facilitate integration in the
surrounding science landscape.

2

International Faculty Programme: ECMWF can
invite up to two international guest scientists for

3

Joint Chair Programme: It is offered to establish
chairs for highly qualified ECMWF scientists at

www.cesoc.net

Prof. Dr. Stefan Kollet (Joint Professor at University
of Bonn and Forschungszentrum Jülich)

Fellowship Programme: ECMWF can staff three

two months each year.

CESOC directors
Prof. S. Crewell, Prof. A. Kiendler-Scharr, Prof. J. Kusche

BONN

This provides ECMWF with the opportunity to optimally
Bonn science landscape and beyond.

“Ongoing global environmental changes require comprehensive
knowledge on the manifold processes shaping our climate system.
The newly founded CESOC takes up this challenge by integrating
excellent research on topics relevant to the ECMWF. Building on wellestablished cooperations in the Geoalliance ABC/J area we are
looking forward to welcome ECMWF in this thriving research area.”

RWTH
Aachen

“The Cologne-Bonn region is one
University UN proposed DLR
Meteo France, ESA
Bonn
ECMWF
Paris
of Europe’s premier cross paths
location
in atmospheric research featuring
observing facilities such as the
MeteoLux
Jülich Observatory for Cloud Evolution
Bonn-Rhine science connection
(JOYCE), and excellent computational science
German science connection
initiatives at the Universities of Cologne
European science connection
and Bonn. This infrastructure combined with
the availability of young talented research“Developing complex predictions
ers, the vibrant, intellectual urban centers,
and the spectacular landscape of the Rhine systems for the terrestrial water
and energy cycle poses a big
Ruhr region offers an ideal working and
scientific and technological challiving environment”
lenge – Working as a joint professor, based
Prof. Pavlos Kollias (International Faculty
at the University of Bonn and Forschungsat University of Cologne, Stony Brook University,
zentrum Jülich allows me to address this
Brookhaven National Laboratory)
challenge in the Centre for High-Performance
Scientific Computing in Terrestrial Systems
(HPSC TerrSys), with colleagues and students
Access to: Bonn’s science landscape
from the Geo Alliance ABC/J. The CESOC,
via a permanent staff pool
together with ECMWF scientists and HPSC
TerrSys, would generate enormous potential
ECMWF is offered to set up a permanent staff pool paid
by Germany in close cooperation with CESOC and DWD.
for synergies and innovation.”
exploit the synergy and collaboration potential in the
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AWI
ESA
(ESTEC)

CESOC at the Universities of Bonn and Cologne.

Command centre for the UN’s
climate work
Bonn’s reach extends beyond Europe to the world, as
the headquarters, of 23 UN Secretariats, including
the UNFCCC, are located here. As the new facility is
side by side with the UN Campus, the ECMWF has
the opportunity to deepen relations with various UN
bodies like UNCCD, UNDRR and UN-Spider working
in the ﬁeld of climate and sustainability.

SCAI

MPIC Mainz
University Mainz
DWD
EUMETSAT
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Access the cluster Bonn, Cologne, Jülich,
Aachen as a science and technology hub

Access to wider national
and international science

BEST OF THREE

CHAPTER 1

Meet three world-class research organisations strategically aligned
with the ECMWF – all within easy reach of the proposed facility.

The University of Bonn
www.uni-bonn.de
Key stats: 39,000 students, 545 professors,
6,500 employees, number of studies: 218
Credentials: Top 50 in the Shanghai global ranking for
mathematics (number 1 in Germany); 2 Nobel Prizes,
2 Fields Medals and 21 Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz prizes,
designated as a ‘university of excellence’ with six
clusters of excellence, including for mathematics, high
performance computing, and quantum computing.

“As a meteorologist working in a satellite
geodesy team, I benefit from the collabo
ration with data specialists of different areas
of expertise – we are excellently linked
to Helmholtz institutions like the Alfred-
Wegener Institute and the Jülich Super
computing Centre.”
Dr. Sophie Stolzenberger (University of Bonn)
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Studies relevant to the ECMWF:
 Bachelor of Science: Informatics, Maths, Cyber
Security, Computer Sciences, Meteorology, Geography
 Master of Science: Computer Science, Geography,
Maths, Geodesy, Physics of the Earth and Atmosphere
(together with University of Cologne)
 Selected early career programmes: Bonn International
Graduate Schools (BIGS). Argelander Competence
Centre (supports international exchange)
ECMWF-related objectives: The meteorology division
of the University of Bonn is leading radar meteorology
within Germany exploiting polarimetric weather radar
measurements for quantitative precipitation assessment,
process understanding, nowcasting (of extreme events)
and data assimilation. Climate studies are a second focus
area ranging from paleoclimate reconstructions to present
day climate monitoring by high resolution reanalysis,
Earth observation, and climate change detection and
attribution studies. Another focus of the University is
related to high-performance computing and mathematics
contributing as well to CESOC’s research objectives.

The University of Cologne (UoC)

www.fzj.de

www.uni-koeln.de

Key stats: 6,000 employees, including 2,500 scientists,
600 PhD students; visiting scientists: 650 from 60 countries

Key stats: 51,000 students, 660 professors,
9,100 employees, number of studies: 335

Credentials: Jülich Supercomputing Centre (JSC) operates
two of the most powerful supercomputers in Europe
(JUWELS), Nobel Prize in Physics, Horizon 2020:
132 projects, 18 of which coordinated by FZJ

Credentials: The University of Cologne is one of the
oldest and largest universities in Europe and has four
clusters of excellence. 2 Nobel Prizes and 11 Gottfried
Wilhelm Leibniz prizes. Geosciences and Geography
(ranking s econd and first in Germany)

“Forschungszentrum Jülich with world-class
infrastructures is an ideal place to conduct
my research on simulating the atmospheric
fate of the aerosols and quantifying their
gigantic impact on Earth’s energy balance
and human health. My research strongly
benefits from access to the Jülich Supercomputing Centre which operates two of the
most powerful supercomputers in the world.”
Dr. Alexandra Tsimpidi (Forschungszentrum Jülich)

Studies relevant to the ECMWF:
 Supervision of Master and PhD theses in cooperation
with universities
 Selected early career programmes: HITEC Graduate
School for Energy and Climate, Helmholtz School for
Data Science in Life, Earth and Energy, FZJ career centre.
FZJ promotes the early independence of researchers
and strongly supports young investigator groups, such
as those funded by the Helmholtz association, ERC
starting grants, or the DFG Emmy Noether groups.
ECMWF-related objectives: Scientific high-performance
computing towards exascale at Forschungszentrum Jülich
aims at the development of computing infrastructure in
co-design with users and the support and development of
best practices for big data science, as well as applications
of AI. The Jülich Supercomputing Centre (JSC) coordinates
the the joint Exascale Earth System Modelling Lab of
the Helmholtz Association to enable weather and climate
simulations on an exascale computer.
Climate research at Forschungszentrum Jülich investi
gates physical and in particular chemical processes in the
atmosphere and their interaction in the climate system.
Another focus lies on biogeochemical and hydrological
processes on land surfaces to quantify the impact of
climate and land-use change on terrestrial systems and
their interaction with the atmosphere.

Studies relevant to the ECMWF:
 Bachelor of Science: Geophysics and Meteorology,
Geography, Geosciences, Maths
 Master of Science: Physics of the Earth and Atmos
phere (together with University of Bonn), Geography,
Geosciences, Data Science & Scientific Computing,
Computational Sciences, Maths
 Selected early career programmes: Graduate School
of Geosciences (GSGS), Graduate Schools of the Faculty
of Mathematics and Natural Sciences and Albertus
Magnus Center for Early Career Researcher (AMC),
UoC’s junior faculty club
ECMWF-related objectives: Meteorology at the University
of Cologne, part of the Geoscience Department, specif
ically aims at a better understanding and prediction of
small-scale processes, e.g. cloud physics, land-surface
exchange in the atmosphere. For this purpose, innovative
observation techniques and high resolution modelling
are further developed and exploited in synergetic fashion.
Furthermore the UoC Center for Data and Simulation
Science (CDS) addresses the modern challenges of big data
and high-performance computing since 2018 by connect
ing scientists across university disciplines with specialists
in data sciences and high-performance computing, which
also contributes to CESOC research objectives.

“I chose the University of
Cologne for my Emmy-Noether
Junior Researcher Project because
it optimally provides a stimulating
scientific environment as well as excellent
research infrastructure. In my project on
understanding processes in ice clouds and
associated precipitation we profit from the
unique expertise and infrastructure.”
Dr. Stefan Kneifel (University of Cologne,
 mmy-Noether Group Leader)
E
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Best of three

Forschungszentrum Jülich (FZJ)

ADDITIONAL OFFER

Additional offer

Access to Member
States’ expertise
Access to Benefits for ECMWF
through this optional concept

Interior of FMI-building, potential future home of the Helsinki EANode

 
exploits the full potential of the ECMWF
and European research groups within
ECMWF Member States.

2

 
enhances ECMWF’s capability to interact
with Member States as a point of contact
for a regional area.

3

 gives flexibility to plan and optimise the
overall structure in the future.

4

 supports better risk management with
functional multi location in case of crises.

5

 strengthens ECMWF’s position within the
European Union for Copernicus and further
EU-flagship programmes.

Facilitating the ECMWF’s access to Member States’ exper
tise a concept of ECMWF Activity Nodes (EANode) is
presented as an optional offer. The concept includes the
creation of small but efficient EANodes designed to con
nect the ECMWF with specific Member States’ expertise.

Exemplary implementation in Finland

EANodes are dedicated centres of scientific excellence
hosted by an institute of a Member State of ECMWF and
closely connected to ECMWF. The EANodes are embedded
in an existing scientific infrastructure and could be
equipped with local ECMWF staff as focal point as well
as with additional support offered by the host institute.

Exemplarily, Finland and Germany offer the opportunity
to set up an EANode in Helsinki to bring in the Finnish
expertise e.g. fire monitoring, greenhouse gases and
access to Nordic users.

By bringing in a wider pool of experts it is possible to
enhance existing scientific expertise at ECMWF or add
extra expertise to ECMWF. Furthermore, the EANode
concept enhances the support for an even wider outreach
of Copernicus and ECMWF services in Europe.

20 / 21

In general, the concept of EANodes could be established
in several ECMWF Member States depending on the
needs of the ECMWF and its Member States.

The Finnish offer includes also office- and shared use of
conference space on the same floor as two other inter
national organizations, ICOS and ACTRIS, also located in
the headquarters of the Finnish Meteorological Institute.
The offices and conference spaces are light, spacious
and well equipped; the conference rooms include among
others videoconference facilities.

View of Helsinki
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1

“What I love about Helsinki is
that I do not have to make any compromises – I can enjoy a sound urban
life and still be close to clean and well-preserved nature. I can utilize one of the best
city transportation systems, or cycle on the
beautifully maintained biking paths. I can
have an interesting career, but still, nurture
a healthy balance between work and leisure.
Life is easy here in one of the world’s most
liveable cities. Working at the Kumpula
Campus, which is very close to the city centre
and yet in the very relaxed and green area,
is just a cherry on top.”
Magdalena Brus, Senior Communications Manager 
at ICOS Head Office

“Copernicus services are playing
an important role in solving global
climate and air-quality challenges, and
success of Copernicus services is depended
on the underlaying high-quality research
and development activities that Helsinki
node of atmospheric research can provide
for ECMWF. Our long experience on leading
and contributing to many European and
global programmes, initiatives and organizations lay solid ground for setting up an
ECMWF activity node for Copernicus services
where mutual benefits are seen between
ECMWF and Kumpula Campus.”
Markku Kulmala, Academician Director of Institute
of Atmospheric and Earth System Research, University
of Helsinki

ACC E S S TO O F F IC E A N D CO N F E R E N C E S PAC E
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Access to
office and
conference
space
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YOUR NEW FACILITY
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Your new
facility
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ECMWF’s distinctive glass tower rises above the trees in
Bonn’s international quarter, which runs along the beauti
ful banks of the River Rhine. Situated in the heart of the
action, all you need is on your doorstep, from conference
venues, international schools, and a vast riverside park, to
cutting-edge scientific research organisations and important
national and international institutions.

YOUR NEW FACILITY

CHAPTER 2

ECMWF office –
where function
meets style
The ECMWF Campus’ 16-storey tower is intended as a
statement piece to reflect the stature of this institution.
A glass exterior was selected to symbolise openness
and transparency and create a strong connection to the
landscape (reflecting both the skies and green surrounding
outside, and providing stunning views for the office
workers inside).
The surrounding gardens also appear to continue into the
main building along a living plant wall in the foyer and
into winter garden conservatories in the corners of the
building. These bright and airy glasshouses have high
(two storey) ceilings and will be filled to the brim with
leafy green plants.
The tower’s intelligent, double-skin facade allows air to
circulate between external layers, providing natural
ventilation and a high sustainability performance (despite

the high proportion of glazing). Staff can also adjust
shading and climate controls in each room via remote
control.
ALL ACCESS BONN
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The ECMWF Campus Bonn, constructed to BREEAM Excellent
equivalent standards, features a high-rise office block, conference
venue and lecture hall, restaurant courtyard, and day care centre.

The layout can be reconfigured on each floor according
to needs – as single offices and meeting rooms, or for
open plan working. The main building has extra capacity
built in, so that the workspace can be extended as the
tasks and programmes managed in Bonn grow.
The conference venue is designed to mirror the style of
the glass tower using metal. This building will be natu
rally lit via generous corner windows. A courtyard with
adjoining café and restaurant is situated between the
tower, conference building and lecture hall to encourage
interaction and exchange. An optional day care facility
can also be constructed within the campus grounds.

“While designing the Campus the specific needs
of the ECMWF and its staff were always at the
forefront of our minds. The prestigious state-ofthe-art office building is an appropriate town
planning response to the Centre’s international
significance in its scientific field.”
			

Stefan Lippert from SL/A, design architect for the concept study

Staff make use of the latest technology in climate controlled, adaptable workspaces.
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Access your
new facility

1

	Main entrance

10

Sports area

2

	Waiting area

11

3

	Copernicus Room

12

Restaurant

4

	Possible future extension

13

Main entrance to campus

5

	Flag promenade

14

	Security checkpoint

6

	15 office floors (2nd–16th floor)

15

	Main bicycle entrance

7

	Plant room

8

	Executive Office

16

Lecture theatre (1st floor)

9

	Winter garden

17

Multifunctional space (2nd floor)

	Foyer/stair conference area

Conference area:
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7
8
9

6
10
11

5
4

17
16
3

1
2

Cycle lanes leading to the facility and direct bus
and tram connections make getting to work easy.

12

13
14
15

Overview of functions
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THE INTERIM FACILITY
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The interim
facility
While building work for the new facility gets underway, ECMWF
staff will be up and running in no time just down the road in the
interim facility.
A standard workspace

ALL ACCESS BONN

In addition, the premises contains a staff restaurant and
two conference rooms for up to 400 participants that
come equipped with audio/video facilities. One of them
features three fixed interpreter booths with all the nec
essary technology. The foyer can also be used for events
for up to 500 people. Conference rooms will be available
to the ECMWF rent-free and can be reserved on an
equal footing with other users.

Interim facility building – the BMU

Foyer
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A self-contained, fully furnished office area comprised
mostly of offices for one or two people including meeting
rooms equipped with state of the art audio-video con
ference technology will be available for the exclusive use
of the ECMWF.

A BETTER CONNECTION

CHAPTER 2

A better
connection
Cologne University
32 min

The
city area
of Bonn

Rhine

Federal Ministry for Environment (BMU)

11

École de Gaulle-Adenauer

3

Federal Ministry of Transportation
and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI)

12

Day care

13

Maritim Hotel Bonn

14

World Conference Center Bonn

4

Joint Science Conference (GWK)

5

German Aerospace Centre (DLR)

6

UNFCCC/UN Campus

7

University Bonn

8

UN University

15

Gustav Stresemann Institute

9

Caesar Research Institute

16

Main station

10

BIS International School

17

Deutsche Welle

18

Deutsche Telekom AG

19

Deutsche Post AG

20

Rheinaue Park and the Rhine

16
7
14

4

6

5

8
17
19

20
1
12

2

18
13

3

10
9

15

1
11

Proposed facility and interim facility
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Forschungszentrum Jülich
48 min

2

ROOM ACCESS
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Room access
Bonn’s green conference venues, range of hotels, and multilingual
service providers are well versed in handling global events and high ranking
officials. Here’s our guide to planning your next big event in Bonn.

In case you need even more space:
World Conference Center Bonn
The Bundestag’s former debating chamber is now the
star attraction of this world-class conferencing venue.
Opened by former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon
just five years ago, this 7,000 capacity ultra-modern
space boast the even larger 3,500-seat New York Hall,
and a total of 14 conference rooms.
Other conferencing venues close to the proposed f acility
include the Green Globe certified Maritim Hotel
(300 ppl), and the Gustav-Stresemann Institute, which
has a peaceful garden at its centre (300 ppl).

Conference venues
ECMWF’s own Conference Centre

ALL ACCESS BONN

On the first floor, the auditorium features fixed raked
seating for 300 people and permanently installed
control and interpretation booths. Both rooms will be
equipped with air-conditioning and sound technology.
The auditorium features stage lighting and presentation
technology operated from a control booth with full
views of the room. Depending on the seating configuration, the multifunctional event space on the second
floor can accommodate 250 people theatre-style or
75 people council-style.

Hotels
Maritim Hotel Bonn
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The German offer includes a conference centre adjacent
to the new office building for exclusive use by the E
 CMWF.
It provides a divisible, multifunctional event l ocation as
well as an auditorium equipped with raked seating and
full technical equipment. The connecting corridors are
designed as spacious areas and can be used as breakout
spaces during events. A generous open staircase and
elevator enable visitors to get from the first and second
floors to the lobby and restaurant, which are situated
on the ground floor.

Plenty of space for relaxation – each room in this Green
Globe certified 4-star hotel is at least 26 m². The Maritim
with its modern conference centre – 16 event rooms,
redesigned in 2018 – is located in the immediate vicinity
of the proposed facility and the Rheinaue (410 rooms).

The Bonn Marriott Hotel
The Skybar at the top of this 17 storey hotel by the
river has stunning views of the city. Enjoy every modern
convenience in Germany’s newest Marriot, dine in the
exclusive Restaurant Konrad’s, and sleep in style in one
of the presidential suites (330 rooms).

Maritim Hotel Bonn: Saal Beethoven

Hotel Königshof

TIP:

Built for global events

The Bonn Tourism and Convention Bureau offers a booking
portal for stress free event
management. For locations,
rates, and service providers,
visit: bonn-region.de/en

Bonn’s range of modern conferencing facilities/hotels
and first-rate service providers attract major global
events every year. In 2017, the two-week UN climate
summit COP23 brought 22,000 delegates, including
numerous heads of state to the city. Other major events
in the sustainability calendar include: the Bonn Climate Change Conference, an important event in the
UN climate process; the three-day Global Festival of
Action organised by the SDG Action Campaign; the ICLEI
Bonn Global Forum and the Bonn Symposium – both
on sustainable cities – and the Global Landscapes Forum
on sustainable land use.
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Sleek and sophisticated rooms await you in this clas
sically styled hotel. Enjoy 180 degree views of the Rhine
over breakfast through panoramic windows in the
hotel’s luxurious dining room (130 rooms).
Other great hotel options include Hotel Kanzler with
its own cinema (150 rooms), and the Hilton, which has
a large riverside terrace for outside dining (252 rooms).

The Sustainable Bonn initiative
Since its launch in 2006, more than 50 local companies,
mainly from the hotel and restaurant industry, have
joined this initiative to make Bonn a sustainable conference city. For almost 15 years, the participating com
panies commit to making progress in terms of ecological,
economic and social criteria and are supported by external consultants in the development of their own sustainability strategies. This shows that sustainability is not
a buzzword for Bonn, but rather means concrete action.

CHAPTER 3
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A C C E S S A V I B R A N T, L I V E A B L E , I N T E R N AT I O N A L C I T Y

CHAPTER 3

Access a
vibrant,
liveable,
international
city
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CHAPTER 3

Welcome
from the
Mayor of Bonn
A warm welcome to Bonn!

ALL ACCESS BONN

The mayoral office, alongside the Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital
Infrastructure, is committed to supporting the ECMWF in all its needs,
should it choose to join us.
We’re home to a dense network of political, economic, and scientific partnerships collaborating for a better future. In a city that is over 2,000 years old,
researchers from all over the world are taking small steps together and leading
by example.
In fact, getting together is part of our DNA. With 180 nationalities living side
by side, we might not have invented the term global village, but we certainly
live it. That’s why we’d be more than happy to welcome you as a vital part of our
international community.

Ashok Sridharan

Ashok Sridharan,
Mayor of Bonn
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Reconnect
with nature
Bonn is a calming, leafy city filled with green spaces – 80,000 trees
line the streets , there are 24 public parks, and around a quarter of
the city’s land is forested. And just on the city’s doorstep, the Middle
Rhine Valley is jaw-droppingly beautiful.

GREEN CITY

Rheinaue Park

Siebengebirge mountain range

Just a stone’s throw from the proposed
facility, this vast green oasis nestles
between the international quarter and
the banks of the Rhine. Locals jog, stroll
and rollerblade through the park, and
picnic or barbecue with friends on plush,
undulating lawns surrounded by thick
groves of trees. Hire a pedalo to convene
with the swans, cranes and geese (and
turtles, if you’re lucky) on the park’s many
lakes. There’s also a Japanese garden,
kids’ play parks, dog run, beer garden,
and in the summer months, flea markets
and open air concerts.

Just a 10-minute drive from the proposed
facility, the Siebengebirge mountain range
and national park features 40 volcanic
peaks, ravine-like valleys, beech tree
forests, and a range of hiking and walking
routes for all abilities. Among the many
attractions, the historic Grand Hotel
Petersberg and famous Schloss Drachen
burg (dragon castle) are well worth a visit.

To the south of the city, Kottenforst is a large area of
protected woodland, lush with vibrant greens in spring
time, and rich in reds, yellows and oranges come autumn.
Forest bathe in this thousand-year old whispering woods
or visit the Waldau wildlife park to feed red deer and
wild boar, explore nature trails, and enjoy a freshly
harvested lunch in the kitchen garden.

The Middle Rhine Valley
With its starting point in Bonn, the Middle
Rhine Valley is the perfect choice for a
quick getaway. Cycle along this majestic
river, as it meanders through steep, treelined hills dotted with fairy tale castles,
ancient ruins and the famous Loreley.
Around every bend, idyllic towns and vil
lages with cobblestone streets and half-
timbered buildings offer traditional guest
houses and local festivals. Take a river
cruise past orchards and fields of yellow
rape before dropping in at a vineyard to
sample some Riesling. For a more active
break, hike through nearby forests, scale
a craggy cliff face, or kayak down the river.

The green-minded city
Ethical shopping is easy in Bonn. Pick from a range of local, fair trade and
sustainable products in farmer’s markets or one of the city’s 17 organic
supermarkets. A recycling culture is well established across Germany,
and most drinking bottles are returned and reused thanks to a nation-
wide deposit scheme. The city has 54 charging stations for electric cars,
300 km of bike lanes, and aims to switch to 100% renewable energy by
2035. Bonn is also active in sustainable city networks and has a sustainable
business network called Ökoprofit.
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Botanical Garden
Bonn’s Botanical Garden, founded 400 years
ago, is home to over 11,000 species of plant
life and is free to visit on weekdays. Beyond
the baroque gardens surrounding the magnifi
cent Poppelsdorf Palace, you will find metre-
wide lily pads in a Victorian greenhouse,
a tropical enclosure with giant palms, and
majestic, towering trees in the arboretum.
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Kottenforst forest

EASY ACCESS

CHAPTER 3

Easy access
Getting around Bonn is a breeze, thanks to the city’s walkable distances,
safe cycle lanes, and low-cost, reliable transport network.

Public transport

ALL ACCESS BONN

Six metro lines (a mix of light rail and tramlines) run below and above ground and connect to Cologne’s transport system via two intercity lines. During the day, trains
run approximately every 10 minutes. Electric and traditional buses also run a regular service, including through
the night.

Walking

Cycling

In Bonn’s compact city centre, everything you need is
within easy walking distance. Spacious pedestrian areas
and tree-shaded pavements also make getting about
on foot an absolute pleasure. For a quick boost, pick up
one of 2,600 e-scooters on a street corner. Time saved
getting from A to B grants Bonn residents extra free time,
resulting in a higher quality of life.
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Bonn is built for cyclists. The city is relatively ﬂat and
has 300 km of cycle paths. Cycling here is incredibly safe
thanks to the city’s ‘vision zero’ policy, which aims to
eliminate bike accidents. There are secure places to lock
up throughout the city. For example, the UN Campus
station close to the proposed facility has 224 spaces for
bikes. If you don’t yet own a bike, the city’s Nextbike
rental scheme has 100 pick up points.

There are 12 ferry services in the region that carry
cars and foot passengers the short hop from one bank
of the Rhine to the other. So, in addition to the city’s
three main bridges, there’s ample opportunity to cross
the river. Trips start from as little as €1, and return
trips from €1.50.

Cars and taxis
Taxis remain an affordable option at around €3/km.
There are also a number of car ride and sharing services
available, including Uber. But the best thing about
driving in Bonn has to be the scenic view as you drive
along the Rhine or over a city bridge.

ALL ACCESS BONN

The city’s public transport system offers regular, reliable
services at affordable prices. Buses, trains and trams
are all integrated into one pricing system, and the network even extends as far as Cologne and Düsseldorf.

Ferries

SCHÖNEN FEIERABEND!
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SCHÖNEN FEIERABEND!

10 things to do
in your free time
1

Tap your toes to some live music
Live music is on the evening breeze and in pubs and concert halls
throughout the city. Blues brothers should check out the Zone
Blues Bar for live performances and an impressive selection of
whiskey, while bar Session has heavy metal and rockabilly acts
on stage. For classical music buffs, the world-class Beethoven
orchestra performs at 120 operas and 50 concerts in Bonn each
year and is definitely a ‘must-hear’.

2
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Go to the flicks

Amble through Südstadt
Step back in time to the mid 19th century with a stroll
through this perfectly preserved historic quarter. Admire
the classic architecture of the elegant town houses,
drop into an upmarket cafe or stylish restaurant for some
modern German cuisine, or daydream in one of several
traditional parks and gardens – the perfect way to while
away a sunny afternoon.

3
Hit the old town shops
Three historic squares connect to form a generous
pedestrian zone and shopper’s paradise in Bonn’s old
town. Lose yourself in a maze of quaint alleyways
filled with fashion boutiques, jewellery stores, and book
shops. All the big high-street brands can be found in
the area’s main shopping arteries and malls, along with
sporting goods and home furnishings.

Barter at a local market
Calling all bargain hunters – Bonn has
you covered. The city has 12 markets to
discover, each with its own special flare.
Weekly markets offer an abundance of
fresh, local produce, while the summer
months bring a range of flea and antique
markets. Sort through art, furniture, and
silverware at the Friedensplatz antique
market, or soak up some live music at the
Troisdorf evening market on Fridays.
And, not to be missed, the colourful Bad
Godesberg fabric market comes to town
just twice a year.

4

Get off your couch

6
Plan a day out on the river
The life force of the city – the Rhine – is calling and cannot be ignored.
Hire a small boat with friends to enjoy music and food on the water, or
coast along in the sun aboard a river cruise. Hop off for a picnic on the
banks of the river, or some pretzels and cold beer in the Alter Zoll beer
garden housed inside a 17th century bastion. If you want something
more strenuous, join a local rowing club.
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9

JAN

Ice skate on a frozen lake

FEB

Bonn Carnival

get your skates on just as soon as
Rheinaue lake freezes over

an unmissable week of street parades,
fancy dress, and celebration

MARCH Cherry blossom season

take striking photos of streets overflowing with pink and white cherry
blossom

Party in Cologne
Bonn’s neighbour Cologne can be seen on clear day and is just
half an hour away by train. This means you can drop in and out of
its dazzling party scene, without having to side step revellers on
your morning commute. Cologne has the most pubs per capita in
Germany and 70 clubs and party spots, pumping out everything
from reggae to techno. There’s also a large and vibrant queer scene
that draws party goers from all over Europe.

10
Many locals enjoy an active lifestyle which doesn’t
break the bank. Take up a new hobby and find your
community at one of 300 sports clubs for a minimal fee.
There are six outdoor swimming pools, including the
Rüngsdorfer Panoramabad with its mountain views,
characteristic tower and waterslides, and adventure
playground. And of course the hiking routes, cycle
paths, and wild-swimming lakes are free for all to enjoy.

5

Don’t worry if your German’s a bit rusty, Bonn has
11 cinemas that show films in their original versions. The University of Bonn also runs a series of
classic silent movies in its arcade courtyard under
an open sky to piano music. And, after a swim in the
Friesie outdoor pool, you can catch an open air
screening organised by art house cinema Bonner
Kinemathek.

APRIL

Deutsche Post Marathon

MAY

Rhine in flames

JUNE

Hot air balloon festival

JULY

Bonn Beer Festival

AUG

CSD Bonn

SEP

Beethoven Festival

OCT

JazzTube Festival

NOV/
DEC

Christmas markets

Feel regal in a castle
There are dozens of castles, palaces,
and stately homes in and around
Bonn fit for a king or queen like you.
Dress the part at a costume tour
of Burg Are – some spectacular 12th
century ruins perched on hill – or
flick through Europe’s most important collection of picture books
at Burg Wissem, to name but a few.
For a special treat, stay the night
in one of many luxurious converted
castle-hotels in the surrounding
hills. Another highlight is the 12th
century Marksburg with its striking
bergfried designed as a butter-
churn tower.

stunning river views as you slog your
way to the finish line in this 42 km race

be amazed by this specular firework
display mirrored in the river Rhine

marvel at a sky filled with hot air
balloons and watch them glow at night

sample 700 beers from around the
world at this merry outdoor event

Bonn’s gay pride is a heady mix of
parades, politics, and partying

this month-long classical music f estival
features around 70 concerts each year

local musicians and international jazz
artists share the stage

charming handicrafts and Glühwein
sold among twinkling lights and
Christmas music will warm your soul
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Running straight through the international quarter, Bonn’s
museum mile boasts one of Germany’s largest natural
history museums (Museum König), an 8,000 square metre
modern art gallery (Bundeskunsthalle), a museum dedicated to Germany’s post-war history (Haus der Geschichte),
and a family-friendly science and technology museum
(Deutsches Museum Bonn). In total, there are 30 museums
and art galleries to explore around the city. Highlights
include the world’s most important Beethoven collection
at his former home (Beethoven Haus) and an exhibition
on mechanical calculators in the stunning Bauhaus-style
maths museum (Arithmeum).

YOUR YEAR OF FESTIVALS
AND EVENTS

8

Check out a museum

All access
pass

ACCESS YOUR NEW LIFE
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Access your
new life
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CHAPTER 4

Access granted:
expat life in Bonn

A true global village
Newcomers instantly feel at home thanks to the Rhine
land tradition of tolerance and cheerfulness. One in seven
of the city’s 330,000 residents hold a foreign passport,
and one in four marriages is between a German and a
non-German. As the second seat of national government,
Bonn is a magnet for global organisations, including
20 diplomatic missions and consulates, 23 UN Secretar
iats, and around 150 internationally active NGOs.
The resulting multicultural makeup of the city has given
rise to a host of expat groups.
To give a sample, the Oxford Club organises a pub night
in English, the Caledonaian Society keeps Scottish tradi
tions alive hosting ceilidhs and Burns Nights, the French-
German Society holds readings and lectures, the Bonn
English Singers are famed for their Christmas shows, am-
dram group the Bonn Players puts on plays in English,
and the Bonn International Toastmasters helps members
get better at public speaking.
German classes offer a chance to make international
friends and help newcomers integrate into local society.
There’s a range of options, from the non-profit Volks
hochschule, to the world-renowned Goethe Institute.
Courses are available in the evenings and weekends, as
well as online.
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If your German is not yet quite up to par, don’t worry!
In the Rhineland most people speak good English, so
communication will not be an issue. English can be used
to communicate very well in every day life.

A cultural melting pot
In addition to a host of international cultural events,
including the Indian festival of colours Holi and a street
food festival with foods from around the world, the
social calendar remains steeped in German tradition.

“There is a wide arrangement of activities
to be kept entertained along the whole year.
For example during winter it is a must to
have a Glühwein in the Christmas markets
and scream Kamelle! dressed in costumes
in the carnival parades.”
Damián López (expat from Argentina, working at
University of Cologne, living in Bonn since 2013)

Spectacular natural beauty
Despite its lively social scene, many new arrivals appre
ciate the city’s calming atmosphere and serene surround
ings most.

Damián López (expat from Argentina, working at
University of Cologne, living in Bonn since 2013)

Upgrade your standard of living
The city’s chilled vibes and green surroundings in com
bination with affordable living costs and short walking
distances ensure that locals enjoy a high quality of life.
Rents and consumer prices are lower than in many Euro
pean cities. According to a poll by broadcaster ZDF,
Bonn is the most family-friendly city in North Rhine-
Westphalia and in the top 20 in Germany in terms of
money and housing, education and social affairs, health
and safety, and leisure and culture.

Get help settling in
The Rhineland hand of friendship is also extended by
city offices. The city organises informal welcome events

for foreigners to meet and ask questions. Bonn’s new
comer department offers services and support in English
for matters such as registering and car licensing or finding
the right school or kindergarten. The local employment
office also assists with job hunting and advises people
working for international organisations on employment
matters.
With a busy international social scene, welcoming locals,
and a little help from local authorities, you’ll be feeling
right at home in Bonn in no time at all.

“Bonn allows you to get easily integrated
in the community through cultural events,
professional networking and educational
opportunities. In addition, the people in the
city are very interested in cultural exchange,
they will help you learning the German way
of life (gastronomy, celebrations …) and,
at the same time, they are e xcited to learn
about yours.”
Victor Benitez (expat, from Peru, working at DLR Bonn)
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Life in Bonn is lived in high contrast. You’ll find a vibrant, international
city with small village charm, where tradition and history live side by
side with cosmopolitan attitudes and modern technology. This mixed
bag represents the best of all worlds; a relaxed atmosphere in idyllic
settings where locals work hard and enjoy life.

“I enjoy the myriad of paths available for
a hike in the nearby Kottenforst or just
grabbing my bicycle and getting lost in the
neighbouring Eifel region, a real paradise
for a cycling enthusiast like myself.”

OPEN ACCESS

District Bad Godesberg: Good
for families with older children
CHAPTER 4

Open access:
property markets
Bonn’s property market offers a wide range of homes at reasonable
prices, from family-friendly new-build apartments in the suburbs,
to ostentatious art nouveau mansions in the buzzing centre – the
choice is yours!

District: Bad Godesberg

HOW TO BUY IN BONN

High-end villas, detached houses and large apartments

Districts of Bonn
A range of modern and altbau flats and houses

ALL ACCESS BONN

TIP:
District: Beuel

Guide to renting

Mid-sized apartments & new builds

Rents in Bonn are low by European standards
(it is the second cheapest UN location in the
EU). Long-term lets are common throughout
Germany thanks to strong tenant rights and
rent controls. Check the listings in local papers,
search online (check out immobilienscout24.de,
kalaydo.de, or immowelt.de) or let an estate
agent do the leg work.

District Bonn: Good for young professionals/couples,
families, students and single people

This village-like district on the sunny side of the Rhine has inspiring
views of the mountains and a bohemian vibe. Make friends in a flat share
or invest in a starter home on a new housing estate – a great option
for young families. With eight theatres and an art house cinema, thespi
ans will be spoilt for a choice. Beuel is also the location of many of the
city’s carnival traditions – each year washerwomen storm Beuel’s town
hall on Women’s Carnival Day to kick off the season of festivities.
District Beuel: Good for creative
types and young families
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Remember to register your
new address as soon as
you move in! Our proposed
advisory service within
the ECWMF facility can
help you.
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Fashionable neighbourhood Südstadt offers imposing
Gründerzeit homes complete with stucco decorations,
oriel windows, pattern tiled hallways, ceiling ornaments,
and decorative garden courtyards. To enjoy a bustling
al fresco nightlife, check out the somewhat less grandiose
period homes along the narrow, winding streets of
Nordstadt (known locally as the old town). For a quiet
life, Kessenich is an attractive suburb with century-old
apartment buildings a short hop from the city centre.
Nature lovers should opt for Ippendorf, which borders
the city forest.

Once its own town, Bad Godesberg became part of Bonn in the 1960s
and is often referred to as the ‘health resort’ thanks to its historic Kurpark
spa gardens. This former diplomatic quarter remains home to ambassa
dors, politicians and high-society, as well as an array of sizeable proper
ties. Ideal for families, this district has the highest density of schools
in Bonn, including three English and French-speaking supplementary
schools, six grammar schools, 12 elementary schools and two private
schools. For a short commute to the new ECMWF facility, consider Plit
tersdorf, a quiet residential area overlooking the Rhine.

Bonn has an active housing market, with
thousands of homes bought and sold each
year. E
 state agents and banks provide a good
overview of properties for sale, or check out
the classified ads in the daily papers. There
are no restrictions on foreign ownership. For
more i nfo on renting and buying in Bonn, visit:
international.bonn.de/services/housing

ACCESS YOUR NEW LIFE
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Choosing the
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decision for
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Choosing
school is
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big decision
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options for
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teenagers available
available in
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surrounding area.
Bonn International
School (BIS)
(BIS)
Bonn
International School

Independent Bonn International School (IBIS)

5-min. drive from the facility

15-min. drive from the facility
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This combined kindergarten and primary school for
children aged 3–13 largely follows the English curriculum
and is member of the Council of British Independent
Schools (COBIS). Pupils with special needs are fully inte
grated and specialist staff cover areas such as well
being, educational psychology, dyslexia, and dyscalculia.
After school clubs include, French, Russian, sports,
sewing, dance, art, and music. There is a concert hall with
an acoustic ceiling, multi-sensory whiteboards and iPads
in every classroom, and a library with over 5,000 chil
dren’s books. The librarian runs a weekly book club for
children, and parents can also borrow books. IBIS puts
on social events throughout the school year, starting
with a welcome barbecue each August.

École de Gaulle-Adenauer Bonn

German secondary schools
The vast majority of German children attend free state
schools, including grammar schools (Gymnasien) and
comprehensive schools (Gesamtschule). Many of these
schools offer bilingual courses (English and French) in
various subjects to help integrate international students.
There is often a choice between sitting the German Abitur
(A-levels) and International or the French Baccalaureate
exams, for example, at the Friedrich-Ebert-Gymnasium
(a 5 min drive from the facility), and at the Hardtberg, and
Helmholtz Gymnasiums (both around 30 minutes from
the facility). Special tuition in areas like science, sport, and
music is a key selling point of many German schools.

Kindergarten and day care
1

 The new Campus will feature a day care centre
in the immediate vicinity to support flexibility for
ECMWF staff

2

There are 214 public, 15 private and 8 international
kindergartens in Bonn. Opening hours are typically
from 7 am to 4:30 pm

3

 Private child minders or “Tagesmütter” are readily
available

4

 Public kindergartens are free of charge for the last
two years before entering primary school

TIP:

15-min. drive from the facility
This Franco-German school is part of the Agency for
French Education Abroad (AEFE) global network. The
École de Gaulle-Adenauer consists of a preschool and
primary school for children aged 3–6. Currently, 165 chil
dren from 15 different countries attend the school,
giving it an international flare. Preschool teaching follows
the principles of the French education system. Starting
this year, the school offers National Center for Distance
Education (CNED) courses to students who arrive from
France and want to remain in the French system. The
school has also partnered with the free grammar school
Friedrich-Ebert-Gymnasium to enable students to sit
the AbiBac (a combination of the French Baccalaureate
and the German Abitur or A-levels).

The city’s proposed advisory
service within the ECMWF facility
will help you in arranging school
and child care options. For more,
visit: international.bonn.de/services/
children-and-family
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Other international schools
If you choose to live in the Cologne area, several options
are available. One example is the Cologne International
School, which offers tuition in German, English and Span
ish, as well as courses in French, Latin, Arabic, Hebrew
and Chinese. St George’s British International School in
Cologne takes in kids from 2 to 18 years; the BilinGO
Primary School Cologne has classes split 50/50 in German
and English; the European School Cologne teaches in
English and offers French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese,
Dutch, and Russian; the Instituto Italo Svevo in Cologne
is an Italian-German comprehensive school; and ISR
International School on the Rhine offers tuition in English
from kindergarten until Year 12.

Concept study day care centre
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This highly respected school for children aged 3–18
teaches the International Baccalaureate to 720 students
from 80 countries. The school employs teachers from
17 countries and support staff include a counsellor, uni
versity advisor and nurse. Lessons are mostly taught in
English with some classes in German, while the school’s
‘Mother Tongue’ initiative ensures students stay profi
cient in their first language. Extracurricular activities span
the arts, sports, languages and debating clubs and all
pupils from Year 6 upwards take part in community pro
jects. An onsite media centre lends a wide range of
books, as well as DVDs and audiobooks, and a Kidz Klub
provides after school supervision until 6pm.

FINDING YOUR DREAM JOB

CHAPTER 4

CHAPTER 4

Finding your
dream job

Access healthcare
in Bonn

If you’re relocating with a partner or older children, we’ve got good news.
Bonn and the region are rich with exciting international job opportunities
to help springboard their careers – German not required.

Bonn has over 1,000 GP, dentist and therapist practices,
and 20+ hospitals and day clinics with ample capacity
(1,300 beds per 100,000 inhabitants). The University of
Bonn has around 30 clinics offering cutting-edge treatments in ultra-modern facilities for those requiring specialist care. The city’s reputation for outstanding clinical
services, French and English speaking medical professionals, and short waiting times draws large numbers
of patients from overseas each year.

There’s no need to compromise your career ambitions
when moving to Bonn – the region is an economic
powerhouse attracting major global brands and leading
institutions.
In Bonn, the jobs market is varied, active and robust.
Unemployment remains consistently low (averaging just
6.3% in 2019 ) and the 2019 Future Atlas ranked the
city ﬁfth in terms of job opportunities in Germany. Most
jobs are in service sector industries like IT, ﬁnance,
healthcare, and academia.

TIP:

Each year, 2,500 new jobs are created in the city and
there is a high demand for international expertise. The
University of Bonn is a major local employer, the UN’s
many Secretariats engage around 1,000 skilled workers,
and the dual language (English-German) broadcaster
Deutsche Welle engages a large number of media professionals, many on a ﬂexible, freelance basis.

Based on the city’s long experience as host
to international professionals the proposed
advisory service within the ECMWF facility will
support spouses and partners with obtaining
employment. The city’s service includes events

In addition to the many NGO and federal government
employers, Bonn’s 15,000+ companies and thriving
startup scene presents exciting prospects in the private
sphere. Big players include DAX top 30 companies
Deutsche Telekom, which is active across 50 markets,
and Deutsche Post DHL, with over half a million employees worldwide.

“When I broke a bone in my finger that
required surgery, I was treated immediately.
If there is an emergency on a weekend or
late at night, you’re still guaranteed excellent
care at one of the many hospitals in the city.”
Reiko Nakajima (Expat working at Argelander-Institute
for Astronomy, Bonn)
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The jobs market is also expanding across North RhineWestphalia, aided by strong business and academic networks. Between 2018 and 2019 alone, around 85,000 new
jobs were created in the state. At commutable distances,
Cologne is a university city and a hot spot for media
and communications; major brands including Sony and
Trivago engage international staff in Düsseldorf; and
Frankfurt is the nation’s ﬁnancial capital, offering a host
of jobs in the banking sector.
Whatever your career goals, take a step towards them
with a move to Bonn.

University Hospital Bonn (UKB)

for all new staff and their spouses/partners.

For more information, visit:
international.bonn.de/services/medical-care
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